
not come under the jurisdiction of the State
' Board, because it had been separately estab-
lished by the legislature, refused to submit them.
The State Board then laid the matter before
Attorney-General Cunneen, who was at the time
in office, and he wrote an opinion deciding
against Dr. Brannan's contention. Recently the
present attorney-general prepared an opinion
still more decided in favor of the State Board,
and, as a result, Dr. Brannan has called on Cor-
poration Counsel Delany for advice and support.
The latter states that so many delicate legal
points are involved that the entire matter will
have to go to the courts before a settlement can
be arrived at. This resort to the courts will
shortly be made, as Attorney-General Mayer is
now preparing mandamus proceedings against
Dr. Brannan, the result of which will be to decide
the issues at stake.

Correspondence.
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR PROFESSIONAL

BROTHERS IN CALIFORNIA.
Boston, May 14, 1906.

Mr. Editor : I enclose a letter which may interest you
and your readers, from Dr. Wallace I. Terry, president of
the San Francisco Medical Society.
The $300 from the Norfolk District Medical Society,

which he refers to, was increased by $100 from the Brook-
line Medical Club, and by $7, individual contribution.
These sums, aggregating $407, were sent to Dr. Terry
before receipt of his letter.
In addition to the above, the Suffolk District appropri-

ated $500, the Essex North District $200 and the Bristol
South District $100.
If this is brought to the attention of the other districts

in the state, they may be inclined to add their contri-
butions. Verv trulv vours.

Geo. W. Kaan, M.D.
Presidio Sanitary Division, San Francisco,

Cal., May 5, 1906.
Das. G. W. Kaan, G. W. Clement, S. Crowell and

Members of the Norfolk District of the Massa-
chusetts Medical Society :

Gentlemen,
—

Your letter of April 25, 1906, to Dr. R. F.
Rooney, president of the Medical Society of the State of
California, stating that you had appropriated $300 " for
the California sufferers, and preferably for the medical
fraternity " was forwarded to me as president of the San
Francisco County Medical Society.
On behalf of all the physicians of San Francisco, num-

bering about one thousand four hundred, I wish to sin-
cerely and gratefully thank you for your generosity. The
immensity of this city's loss is difficult to realize even by
those of us who are here, and fully one thousand physi-
cians have lost their offices and equipment. Outside of
that their greatest difficulty will be in making a living for
the next year until the city is partially rebuilt and the
refugees come back.
I have appointed a committee of nine representative

men who will take charge of the relief of physicians without
regard to school or other affiliations. I would respect-
fully request you to send your timely contribution to
Dr. T. W. Huntington, chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee, Lane Hospital, San Francisco.*
Later we shall request the medical libraries of this

country to aid us in the formation of a new library as that

of the County Society as well as many private ones were
swept out of existence by the fire.
We shall ever be under a deep debt of gratitude to our

fellow members of the medical profession for their imme-
diate thought of us in our distress.
Again with thanks, I remain,

Yours verv trulv.
Wallace I. Terry, M.D.,

President, San Francisco County Medical Society.

ERRATUM.
Boston, May 9, 1906.

Mr. Editor: Please correct an error in figures on page
511, in my address to the Boston Medical Association,
published in your issue of May 10. The Register of the
Massachusetts Medical Society for 1905 gives 858 mem-

bers in greater Boston. I wrote 627, but I included only
the Suffolk District. The new ratio would give one
regular physician to about 700 inhabitants instead of
one to 1000.

Truly yours,
David W. Cheever, M.D.

LETTER FROM LISBON.
THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS

AT LISBON.
(Special Correspondence.)

Lisbon, April 22, 1906.
Mr. Editor: The most noticeable thing in going to the

International Congress at Lisbon was the absolute care-
lessness of the railroads as to any adequate arrangements.
Spanish railroads anyway are the slowest things on record.
The distance from Seville to Lisbon is about three hundred
and forty miles. It took us twenty-four hours to make
the trip, and we had to change cars three times. It was
known that there would be quite a number going to the
congress from Seville, but no provision was made. There
were no sleeping cars and no restaurant cars. There are
no toilet arrangements on Spanish cars. When a stop of a
few minutes is to be made at a station there is a general
rush for the " lieu d'aisance." The first comers usual!}'
have the worst of it, for the next rows do not wait their
turn but use the floor as a urinal. The closets are mere
squatting places with sometimes a foot place that is not
covered with filth.
The contrast at Lisbon was very agreeable. All ar-

rangements were perfected. The committee of arrange-
ments had a room in the station where they told arriving
congressists where the rooms were to which they had been
assigned, and changed their money to the Portuguese
coinage. Portuguese beds and furniture were not always
to the taste of the outsider, who generally preferred a
softer bed and more luxury, but the places were clean and
conveniently situated. Those who were fortunate enough
to get into the larger hotels had every luxury.
Lisbon is a charming city and a clean one. The streets

are wide, and parks and squares are frequent. The
presence of tropical trees gives a certain charm which
would otherwise be lacking, in spite of a multitude of other
handsome trees on the wide avenues and squares.
The place of meeting for the congress was the new

school of medicine, a large and splendid building, emi-
nently well fitted for the meetings of the many sections,
and furnishing rooms for general meeting. The post and
telegraph had a special room in the building for the benefit
of the members. There was an abundance of uniformed
attendants to see to the wants of everybody. N o one
without a member's ticket was allowed in the building.
The opening exercises were conducted under the special
auspices of the King and Queen in the great hall of the
Royal Geographical Society, a hall reminding one of the
Boston Symphony Hall. There was a most brilliant as-
sembly from the court as well as members of the congress.
The King read a short speech of welcome in a clear voice
that could be distinctly heard throughout the hall. On
one side sat his charming wife and on the other the queen
mother. At the conclusion of his address he declared the
Fifteenth International Congress of Medicine as opened.
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There followed a tiresome lot of speeches by the represen-
tatives of the different governments. The speakers with
only a few exceptions could not be heard twenty feet from
the platform. The Frenchman and the Italian, however,
made eloquent addresses which called forth applause. The
royal band furnished the music.
The most noticeable phase, of the congress was the

Medical School Building at Lisbon, built around a hollow square.

cordial reception given it and the series of fêtes and recep-
tions given. These included a garden party by their
majesties in the royal gardens. The King and his charm-
ing Queen received the guests and requested them to walk
about the garden and partake of a most elaborate collation
served under the shadow of magnificent trees and vines.
Another garden party was given by the Marquess of

Americans in attendance at the Congress.

Montserrat in his wonderful grounds at Cintra. Refresh-
ments were served on the terraces of the place. The
marquess, an Englishman (named Cook), and his wife
received us on the main terrace. The Geographical
Society gave a reception, at which we were treated to the
old national music and dances and to some stereopticon
views of the Portuguese colonies. An elaborate reception

by the city at the handsome Hotel de Ville was enlivened
by an exhibition, in the square, of the city fire depart-
ment. To us Americans also of special interest and
enjoyment was a dinner given by the United States
minister, Mr. Charles Page Bryan. He is an ornament
to his position. He not only gave us all a most hearty
welcome, but together with his secretary, Mr. Chandler,of Brookline, went out of his way

to assist us in any and every
manner.
The real work of the congress

was not neglected in the mean-
time. There was, however, nothing
very new brought out. Symphysi-
otomy was entirely discredited, the
newest operation of Gigli, cutting
the iliac bone, taking its place. A
suprapubic, extraperitoneal Cesa-
rean operation was recommended
by Dr. Frank, especially in septic
cases. The American operation
for fibroids was indorsed.
In the department of national

medicine there was much discus-
sion about yellow fever, doubt
being expressed as to mosquitoes
being the only cause of the fever.
Considerable interest was mani-
fested in the discussion on tuber-
culosis. A campaign of general
public education by posters and
object lessons, such as have been
given in Boston, was advocated.
There were about twenty-five

Americans present, among whom
were: Dr. Wise of the Navy, Dr.
Richards of the Army, Dr. Senn,
Dr. Guiteras, Dr. Van der Veer. Dr.

Turck and Dr. McDonald, of New York; from Boston,
Dr. Washburn, and. Dr. Chase with his moving picturesshowing epileptics and choreic movements. Among the
foreigners Dr. Doyen made the most stir, reading papersin several sections and showing moving pictures to illus-
trate surgical technique. Dr. A. Martin of Germany was
also a prominent figure. The hospitals of Lisbon made a

very favorable impression from their cleanliness and up-
to-dateness. Leprosy was being treated by the Finsen
light in the largest hospital.
We were really sorry when the time came for the closing

exercises. We were all bidden Godspeed with the hope
of meeting in Buda Pesth. three vears hence.

Very truly yours, W.
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